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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 14646 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV BQG EAIR SZ 

SUBJECT: FRG PROPOSES FREEZE ON INTERFLUG OVERFLIGHTS 

REF: 77 STATE 114981 

1 . IN THE BONN GROUP MEETINGS OF JULY 25 AND AUGUST 9, 

THE FRG REP (VON BRAUNMUEHL) HAS SAID THAT IN VIEW OF THE 
GDR REFUSAL TO PERMIT LUFTHANSA OVERFLIGHTS OF GDR 
TERRITORY FOR A LANDING IN WEST BERLIN, THE FRG PROPOSES 
TO FREEZE THE NUMBER OF INTERFLUG CHARTERS PERMITTED TO 
OVERFLY THE FRG AT THE 1977 LEVEL WHEN THERE WERE 71 
OVERFLIGHTS. LEIPZIG FAIR FLIGHTS (49 MORE IN 1977) 

WOULD NOT BE AFFECTED. 

2. HE ASKED FOR ALLIED VIEWS AND THE US REP SAID THIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 14646 11 1349Z 

APPEARED TO BE WELL WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS 
LAST YEAR (REFTEL) WHEN THE DEPARTMENT VOICED THE HOPE 
THAT, IF THE GDR REFUSED THE LUFTHANSA OVERFLIGHTS, 

GDR "...CHARTER FLIGHTS WILL NOT CONTINUE UNLESS SOME- 
THING ELSE OF VALUE IS OBTAINED IN RETURN FROM THE GDR." 

THE US REP RECOGNIZED THE UNSETTLING EFFECT AN ABSOLUTE 
BAN COULD HAVE ON THE PRESENT INNER-GERMAN NEGOTIATIONS 
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AND SAID HE ASSUMED THE US WOULD NOT PRESS THE FRG TO 
IMPOSE SUCH A BAN. 

3. AT THE AUGUST 9 MEETING, THE UK REP REPORTED THE 
FCO'S APPROVAL OF THE FRG-PROPOSED FREEZE. THE 
FRENCH REP HAS NOT RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS. 

4. UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO THE CONTRARY, WE WILL CONTINUE 
TO TAKE THE POSITION IN PARAGRAPH 2 SUPRA AND ASSUME 
THIS REPRESENTS THE DEPARTMENT'S CURRENT VIEW. 

5. ACCORDING TO INFORMATION WE POUCHED TO EUR/CE 

ON JULY 25, THE FRG REPORTS THAT THERE WERE 39 INTERFLUG 
OVERFLIGHTS FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1978. THE 
EMBASSY RECORDS SHOW 46 THROUGH JULY 5. THE NUMBER OF 
INTERFLUG FLIGHTS HAS SHOWN A STEADILY RISING 
TREND OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS AND THIS TREND WILL 
PRESUMABLY CONTINUE IF NO STEPS ARE TAKEN TO CURTAIL 
THE NUMBER OF FLIGHTS. 

MEEHAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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